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1. FOREWORD B Y DIREC T OR OF SPP
Women play a big role in the production, distribution and preparation of food. In 2002, the
Surplus People Project (SPP) started a process to gain deeper insight into the experience of black
women in relation to the lack of land ownership and limited control over productive resources
as well as food sovereignty. It was therefore important for us to understand the specific obstacles
women face regarding land reform. For many years we worked mainly with mixed groups but
later identified the need to organise women separately and focus on their specific problems
as women. It is especially the right of women to access land, water and agriculture that captured
our attention. We decided that it was important to reflect together with women from rural areas
around key issues that relates to sustainable development. It is in this context that the Rural
Women’s Conference was organised.
A consultation workshop was held to give women the space to give input about the themes
and content that would be included at the Rural Conference. Participants were from the Hantam
Karoo, Namaqualand and West Coast areas. The themes identified by the women were land
ownership, food shortage, agriculture, unemployment and struggles regarding women’s issues.
The process was very empowering for these women as it gave them a greater sense of ownership.
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2. INTRODUC TION
The Surplus People Project hosted a Rural Women’s Conference from 23 to 26 March 2009
at the Ocean View Hotel in die Strand. The majority of the participants were black women who
came from areas across three provinces namely Western Cape, Eastern and the Northern Cape.
This report is a summary of the Conference and consists of an overview, aims and objectives,
profile of participants, mood, methodology, key themes as well as resolutions that was tabled
during the conference. The report also includes local knowledge and information shared by
women that participated in the workshop.
2.1
The goal of the Rural Women’s Conference was:
• To create a platform to hear and discuss the land and agriculture needs of rural women.
• To give rural women the opportunity to share their experiences regarding agro-ecological
production with women from other areas.
• To identify strategies and other mobilisation activities that women can use to gain access
to land and other resources.
2.2
Profile of Participants
More than 60 women participated in the Rural Women’s Conference. They came from 40
different areas, five districts and three provinces. Some came from deep rural areas and others
from more semi-rural areas, including Stellenbosch and as far as Sutherland in the Hantam
Karoo region. Some of the participants travelled from places more than 1000 km away.
2.3
Atmosphere and Mood of the Conference
The organisers and facilitators created a jovial and friendly atmosphere through the use of
women-centered approaches. The women participated actively in the debates and were excited
about the prospect of meeting new partners in their struggles and to discuss common issues.
The occasion was characterized by typical rural humor. The relaxed and empowering atmosphere
was an important factor in the success of the conference where important and serious matters
were discussed.
2.4
Background and Context of the Rural Conference
Women in rural areas live in harsh conditions and face numerous challenges that compromise
the quality of their lives. More than 60% of women in rural areas are unemployed and those
who work have a low income. Many people therefore go to sleep hungry at night. Many women
do not have ownership and access to fertile land for farming and land reform is happening
too slowly to make a difference. There is a lack of adequate housing as well. Most of the women
are seasonal workers and find it hard to feed their families in the off- season periods. People
who are infected with HIV/ and AIDS are on the increase in rural areas and there is a lack of
access to treatment for them.
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2.5
Methodology
The methodology used during the conference aimed to promote maximum participation that
gave the women opportunity to share their experiences. To further this aim, different methods
were used by the facilitators, namely group discussions, storytelling, educational games, networking
and action sessions, cultural activities and revolutionary action. Various women guest speakers
who are experts in the fields of global warming, marketing and agro-ecology, and food sovereignty
delivered inputs to allow women to have access to a wide scope of relevant information.

3. CONTENT AND PROCEEDINGS
Herschelle Milford, the Managing Director of SPP opened the event and warmly welcomed the
participants in an opening ceremony. The participants could meet each other and get to know
each other better against the background of cultural activities while sharing a tasty supper
together. The proceedings of the conference began after the ground rules were laid down and
the participants all introduced themselves.
The conference focused strongly on the move away from agri-industrial and agribusiness models
to a more ecological model of farming. The themes of the conference included both theoretical
and practical knowledge.
3

3.1

Keynote Address: From Poverty to Food Sovereignty - Rural Women Unite
– Sipho Mthathi

Sipho Mthathi, a feminist with a strong background in HIV/AIDS activism, delivered the keynote
address. In her presentation speech she asserted that the debate on access to land and the
use of it for food production is not only an intellectual debate, but it is the key to the empowerment
of rural women. She noted that the apartheid government prevented the independence of black
people by dispossessing and dislocating them from their land. People were forcibly removed
from their land where they lived for many years and which was familiar to them. Those that were
not displaced to homelands were used as labourers on farms. Women were put in difficult
situations as they could only stay on farms if their male counterparts were working on the farms.
The reason for this, she claims is that houses could only be registered in the name of men. Since
1994, thousands of women and children have been evicted from farms for this reason by farm
owners.
Sipho situated the issues of land ownership and food sovereignty in the broader macro economic
context. According to the speaker, the macro economic system failed to bring about basic
changes that improve the quality of lives of rural women. Women still do not have control over
and ownership over resources. Sipho said that the global economic crisis was caused by the
capitalist system. The system reached an advanced stage in the global economy and has a
widespread impact on poor communities.
She made the example of Thailand where hectares of land are owned by businesses and
people from outside the country which result in a reduction of local food production. The result
is a shrinking of the food sovereignty of women in this country. She warned that South Africa
must be careful for such a situation to happen in our country.
.
.
The speaker gave the following alternative suggestions:
Women must fight the economic crisis by producing food themselves as small scale farmers.
Women in communities must start by organizing themselves on a small scale at their homes or
in their local communities and thereafter expand to collective action in the broader community.
Women must stand together and discuss how they are going to take forward their struggles
around food sovereignty. There must be a move away from the reality that a few rich farmers
have ownership of farms. Rural women must become rightful owners of farms and must be given
the proper support. There must be a move towards sustainable, environment friendly farming
as alternatives. Women must not just participate in agricultural production, but must also fight
for the political power currently in the hands of men and rich people and the restructuring and
redistribution of land.
4

3.2

Food Sovereignty and Agro-ecology
Biodiversity, Global Warming and Climate Change

Michelle Pressend of Biowatch is an environmental justice activist and studied Botany and Nature
Preservation Biology. Michelle emphasized the importance for rural women to understand
Biodiversity, Global Warming and Climate Change as it impacts significantly on their ability to
produce food in a sustainable way. Global warming brings about changes in the climate and
weather patterns. This means that the temperature of the earth is too high and that the ecosystem
that ensure the harmony of all the natural systems are disturbed. She said that industrial agriculture
is one of the biggest causes of global warming. The reason for this is that many chemicals and
harmful pesticides are used in the industrial food production model. She said that when we
watch the news it is common to see flooding, droughts, tsunamis and intense fluctuating
temperatures. This is all as a result of excessive production and the consequent global warming.
Michelle also said that energy production is dependent on the use of coal. Both energy production
and the use of it is according to her the source of global warming, especially in the northern
hemisphere.
According to Michelle, the issue of global warming can also be strongly linked with the international
trade process. The current Free Trade System is market based and aims to bring in profit for big
companies without benefiting poor people. Natural resources such as air, water and the
environment are becoming more and more privatized in other words placed in the hands of
business. These natural resources are therefore becoming more inaccessible to black rural
women. She asserted that climate change influences the capacity of poor countries to produce
food for their people. She said that most African countries are already suffering of food shortages.
5

The speaker said that for women to have food sovereignty, it is important that they gain ownership
over seeds. Multinational co-operations are monopolizing ownership over seeds at the moment,
but women have to change that to rescue these companies to import Genetically Modified
Seeds that would alter the soil in an irreversible way.
Michelle explained that the global community responds to climate change and global warming
by signing agreements that would reduce carbon emissions and to promote environmental
friendly technology. As an alternative she suggest that community oriented solutions rather than
business oriented solutions be found. She said that the community’s sovereignty over energy
sources, water, forests and land be promoted. She also suggests that small scale farming by
families and emerging farmers be promoted so that rural women can gain more control over
food production. She also proposed that a strong diverse movement be built around climate
change.
In the discussion session after Michelle’s input, it was clear that rural people already experience
the impact of the increasing climate change and global warming. In some communities the
necessary interventions and creative adjustments were already made and precautions were
taken to deal with the problem of climate change and global warming. This reflects the fact that
there is already an advanced thinking at community level regarding the question of food
production in the context of climate change and global warming.
The following strategies were suggested by participants:
• On one farm, water meters were used to see how rainfall patterns change on an annual basis.
• On another farm where rooibos farming is taking place, small scale farmers started to prepare
the soil and plant earlier than usual to accommodate the climate change and still farm successfully.
Listening to nature was a key suggestion.
• A suggestion was made that a method be developed to desalinate brackish water in some
rural areas so that water can be used in multiple ways since water and plants are dying from
the water.
3.3
Green Revolution, GMOs and Agro-fuels – Implications for Women
Miriam Mayet from the “'African Centre for Biosafety”' gave an input on the Green Revolution,
GMOs and Agro-fuels and the implications for rural women.
She asserted that the Green Revolution started because of the advancement of technology in
agriculture. This technological advancement, she said resulted in a movement from labour
intensive orientation to agriculture to a more industrial intensive orientation. This led to the total
domination of large scale commercial agriculture that overpower small scale farmers and farming.
The whole structure of agriculture was later changed to suit the commercial model.
6

As there are big overseas markets created by business for the food products of developing
countries, the goal of food production slowly moved into the direction of export-oriented agriculture.
The Green Revolution and Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO’s) sharpened the inequalities
in agriculture which further disadvantaged small scale farmers dramatically. The problem with
the Green Revolution is that chemical and inorganic fertilising methods are used that promotes
the profit-oriented mass-based food production. According to this commercial model, seeds are
manufactured and owned by big co-operations such as Monsanto en Syngenta. She cited an
example of how the Green Revolution disempowered and disadvantaged land owners in the
Eastern Cape through the Massive Food Production Programme.
The impact of the Green Revolution on women is firstly, that it influences the genetic diversity of
agriculture. In other words, the focus is primarily on food products that can be exported and
that is needed by multinational companies. Secondly, the fact that there is so much emphasis
on the free trade model competes with the sustainable farming model. Food security and food
sovereignty in communities are therefore not promoted. There is a big impact on women as they
are the ones that are mostly responsible for feeding their families and communities. Many times
they have to be satisfied with imported food found on shelves of supermarkets which mostly
come in tins. Thirdly, the commercial ownership of seeds resulted in women losing their ownership
of seeds and consequently shrinking their food sovereignty which further disempower them in
the agriculture industry. Fourthly, the Green Revolution made the agriculture system totally
dependent on fossil fuels for survival throughout the agri-food value chain. This contributes a
great deal to the increase of carbon emissions that accelerates climate change. Lastly, Miriam
shared further consequences of the Green Revolution, namely the inadequate use of water, soil
erosion, the decrease in the nutrition quality of food. As a result of the use of chemicals in fighting
plagues, the weeds have become resistant to the insecticides.
She suggested that the problem be tackled in three main streams, namely at regional, national
and international levels as the problem cannot be dealt with effectively at one level only.
7

3.4
Seed Conservation – Alternative for Women
Chantelle Stewe, a food producer gave an input on the home gardening projects that SPP and
NADEK started together in Nababeep, her home town. 69 households were involved since
2005. The project assisted families and producers with inputs such as seedlings, equipment and
seeds. The goal of the project is to establish a seedbank for rural people by rural people.
Chantelle explained that the vegetables that are planted must first be ripened before it can be
seeded, thereafter it should be packed in small containers. She said that it is important that every
container be clearly marked with the name of each seed. They also use agro-ecological methods
for household production.
3.5
Local practices and Experience of Women
In this session, women of different areas gave their inputs and shared their practical experiences
and learning with each other.
Aletta Venter of the Bio-Dynamic Association of South Africa shared her experiences of her farm
in Wolseley. She said that it is important for women to make the right choices around the
agricultural industry. This includes choices about what you produce, who you sell it to, why you
sell it, how and why it is produced as well as where the profits are going. She shared that every
Saturday she sells her products such as milk, eggs, butter, and meat at the organic farm market
in Stellenbosch. She has regular clients who appreciate the fact that she sells her products to
them herself every week. She said that it is better for small scale farmers to do their own marketing
than to have agents that are appointed at auctions and then pollutes the air with their big cars
for which more agro-fuels must be produced.
She also shared that in this time of economic hardship, it is important to farm economically
intelligent. She made an example of her double purpose cattle, sheep and chicken. With the
cows, she sells the meat and milk; with the sheep she sells the wool and the meat and with the
chicken both the meat and eggs.
She concluded by asking the women to do an imaginary exercise:
They had to close their eyes and think of the two lifestyles choices. Firstly, they had to think about
a farming where agribusiness is getting preference and where plants are injected with poisonous
pesticides, where animals are tortured, large hectares of land where there is only one product
on the land for example maize, or vineyards and no birds or insects are in sight. The other
scenario is one of milk and honey. She sketches the picture of many different plants so that bees
are able to make honey. Where there are many patches of green grass where the goats and
cows can graze so that that they can provide milk. It is not monotonous, there is a diversity of
people and birds that sing, music amidst the abundance of food, the dancing and zooming
of bees and so on. There is a healthy relationship among humans, plants and animals.
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The goal of the exercise was to raise awareness with the participants that their choice of farming
and the agricultural landscape affect the whole lifestyle and sustainability of people. She
demonstrated that women in their areas can make a difference in shaping agriculture.
She also explained that if women want to follow the organic model of farming, they have to
adhere to strict rules and they will face regular inspections and a rigorous monitoring of the
farming activities and process. She also offered to assist rural women by sharing how to follow
alternative and more sustainable farming methods such as an agro-ecological approach provides.
She highlighted the agro-ecological learning sites that SPP will introduce in 2009 and valued
her involvement in the process.
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3.6

Food Self Reliance through Agro-Ecological Production
Alternatives to the Current Food and Energy Crisis

Cynthia Lukas of the community based organisation NAMKO in Namakwaland gave an input
on the savings scheme called Namsem. NAMKO was established in 2001 with the goal of
helping people to become debt free and to cushion them from the economic crisis in a creative
manner. Namsem was established to give the opportunity to divided communities to create unity
among and to provide a platform for poor people to have their voices heard. More than 900
women are now part of the savings club and 75% come from poor rural communities. Between
2004 and 2008, the savings group saved more than R250 000 together and 80% of that is
withdrawn for their personal needs. The savers are also encouraged to save for a certain purpose
for example school fees, equipment for farming and to pay municipal accounts. The women
in the conference showed a keen interest to implement the savings scheme in their own towns
and regions.
Aunt Koela Viviers of Carnavon in the Hantam Karoo district is a vegetable and livestock farmer
and gave an input about her practices in the project in which she is involved. She said that it
is important to use the appropriate equipment for farming to ensure that the workers, plants and
animals are protected. She provided boots, overalls, and masks for the workers who are involved
in her farming project to protect them from poisonous substances. She also said they now revert
to more agri-ecological farming methods so that they can move away from using poisonous
substances. They are also going back to transport means of the olden days such as the horse
cart as the fuel for modern transport has become too expensive. The old plough pulled by the
donkey cart can now be used again. They also struggle with social problems such as poverty,
high illiteracy rates, HIV/AIDS and substance abuse.
Sebastina Cloete from Carolusberg in the Northern Cape and Mary-Ann Zimri from Wuppertal
in the Western Cape shared their experiences as organic vegetable producers. They emphasized
their need for healthier food through sustainable production practices. Regina Shiceka a home
producer from Gugulethu highlighted the difficulties they experience to access land and resources
to provide food for the table. She encouraged the women through her determination and efforts
to produce and sell for the local market.
Other inputs made in small groups and were spaces for more women to share experiences.
Rosina Secondt from Pella in the Northern Cape and Salome Horn from Lamberts Bay on the
West Coast highlighted the challenges for women in particular around water rights and access.
Several questions around water were highlighted for example the fact that farmers who have
big irrigation systems get access to water easier than small scale farmers; People who make
policies and laws do not understand the needs of people on the ground and the Water Act
gives commercial farmers preference when it comes to water.
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Those that farm on a smaller scale are disadvantaged. Everybody agreed that the commercial
farmers should not be the ones transferring water rights to small scale farmers, but that government
themselves should take responsibility. Elsie Louw from Bitline in Nieuwoudtville and Tempest
Kotze from Melkkraal in the Northern Cape lead the discussions on multiple land uses and
diversification into tourism and other land based livelihoods.
The following comments were made and options put forward by the rural women:
• “Small scale farmers cannot afford to own bore holes”;
• “Access to information is a problem and too little free water for household use is available.
The quality of water is also weak.”
• “Women must stand together to get ownership of land because without it, there will be no
water rights. The municipality, as mentioned so many times, is our biggest problem.”
• “The conditions of government are too high for rural people to access support through subsidies.
Women are even further disadvantaged”;
• ”If commercial farmers do not support small scale farmers, their licences must be taken away.”
Marianna Smith of Stellenbosch from Natural Botanicals gave an input on the importance of
marketing with respect to food sovereignty. She defined marketing as a manner of thinking and
a range of activities that is focused on how to satisfy the needs of the client or consumer.
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According to the speaker, marketing includes four important activities namely Product, Price,
Promotion and Placement. (Also named as the four Ps):
Firstly, an idea or item or service that is developed to achieve the goal of the business is also
referred to as a Product. Secondly, PRICE are determined which refers to the value of the product,
idea or service or how much it will cost. Thirdly, the product, service or idea is made more popular
through PROMOTION. Fourthly, the product are distributed or delivered to organisations or
companies. This is called PLACEMENT.
She also explained the importance of adding value to products in marketing. She made the
examples of canning raw peaches and in that way increase the price value of the product and
to give it a longer shelf life.
3.7
Building of Social Movements, Campaigns and Local Struggles
Davine Witbooi, Convenor of the Agrarian reform for Food Sovereignty Campaign did a short
input on the campaign, its role and function and how the women could get involved to further
strengthen it. “As the Food Sovereignty Campaign we fight for Agrarian reform and Food
Sovereignty so that we all have enough land and good food. We promote Agro-ecology which
is a way of doing agriculture that does away with the unequal land access, environmental
damage, racism and sexism of the current chemical-industrial model of agriculture”. She urged
women to fight sexism and gender based violence and stated that the oppression of women
and children should be everybody’s duty.
Lolo Nyala, Chairperson of the Cederberg Emerging Farmers’ Forum explained their role in the
Campaign and the challenges to support and build local farmers organisations.
.
Koni Benson from ILRIG did an exciting interactive game using cards accompanied by a visual
presentation around Feminism in History. Besides the great fun, the women were informed about
key women over time who struggled for their rights as women. It highlighted various strategies
these women were engaged in and tactics they used at different times in history. One example
of such a card was about Crossroads in the Western Cape. “The oldest squatter camp in the
Apartheid years; the result of us women who resisted the destruction of our homes and the pass
laws. We used strategies such as joint direct action such as stopping the bulldozers; the use of
the law and the formation of a international Campaign with the Black Sash. We are proud to
say that we started the struggle for our right to vote in the Western –Cape that continues up to
today”.
Wendy Pekeur, the General Secretary of Sikhula Sonke, a farm workers union and social movement
gave an input on the struggles of women farm workers.
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She informed the participants of the conference about the following important statistics regarding
realities of people on farms:
• 6 million people are dependent on agriculture;
• There are 940 000 workers on farms of which 60% are seasonal workers;
• Two-thirds of the seasonal workers are women;
• Between 1994 and 2004 more than 1 million workers were evicted of from farms of which
77% are women.
Wendy argued that land ownership and fair labour relations are preconditions to restore the
dignity of farm workers. Women who live on farms experience harsh conditions and face poverty
which results in low quality of life. The fact that women on farms are the lowest organised sector
contributes to this. The speaker informed the participants that Sikhula Sonke builds their movement
on certain principles:
• 90% of the leadership are women;
• Building discipline of leaders;
• Community involvement;
• Empowerment of all;
• Unity of rural workers and residents; and
• Non racialism.
Their key work areas include institutional building, campaigns, collective bargaining, case work
education and capacity building.
3.8
Makhosikazi Phambili! Women, forward with the Struggle
The workshop was closed with a picket demonstration at parliament in Cape Town on Thursday,
26 March, 2009. The goal was to protest against the slow and unbalanced land reform program
of government. The demands of women and organisations such as SPP and Sikhula Sonke
included the following:
• Access to land for small scale farmers and farm workers/ dwellers;
• Support for agro-ecological farming techniques;
• Implementation of women’s rights on farms and the restoration of their dignity.
Women also threatened that they would boycott the national elections. The protest was well
covered by the media. The spirit of the women reflected the seriousness of their circumstances
and realities.

13
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4 THE WAY FORWARD
The following issues and strategies for future action were suggested by the participants:
• Land ownership is important for agriculture, self reliance and decent housing. The
practice where people from other countries buy our land must be fought. The budget
for land reform and land redistribution is too small there is only R15 million available
for the Western Cape. We must take into account that where it takes 10 years for
commercial farmers to establish their business, it can take up to 25 years for emerging
farmers. We therefore have to look for short term as well as long term solutions.
• Food must be locally produced to feed our own families and communities first before
we can think of exporting.
• We have to fight the rape and sexual abuse of women and children as it is a great
obstacle for women to put their attention to important matters such as food production.
• Women must become more involved in public participation. Women must not only
demand to get access to land, but also to gain the necessary capacity to farm their
land successfully and to have access to finances. The motto “start small and end
big” is a useful guide.
• Women should not work in splinter groups as women, but should unite to realise
our rights and dreams successfully.
• Women have to organise to influence policy on water.
• Our Ministers of relevant departments should be held accountable to put forward
the interests of rural people. It is important to keep the issue of government subsidies
on the agenda.
• The Municipality must make fertile commonage land available to rural women for
farming purposes. Women should not only struggle for small pieces of land to farm
on, but for full ownership.
SPP is planning a research project later in 2009 to assess the levels of control that women
have over food production.

5. EVALUATION
Annie Malondo said that she learned a lot about agriculture and reported that she even
went to give feedback to a group of women at a workshop that she attended in George. She
said that they have decided that they are now going to speed up their plans to farm organically.
She also said that they will focus more on adding value to products for example to produce
canned fruit, vegetable and to manufacture and market products such as herbs, ointment and
cough syrup.
15

Amanda Swart said that it was her first time to attend such a workshop and that it was very
relevant for rural women who want to farm. She also said that she looks forward to exercise a
healthier lifestyle without the use of chemical pesticides in farming.
Rosina Secondt said: “The cameraderie among the rural women who attended the conference
was fantastic!” I saw new possibilities for women to put their own food on the table. She also
said that a group of women in her community decided after the conference to plant olives to
diversify their farming. She also said that she learnt to adjust to the climate change patterns by
starting to plant earlier than normal.
Lydia Ferrus said that she appreciated the opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences with
rural women from other areas for example emerging farmers that plant vegetables and then
sell it in towns. It gives women the opportunity to be economically independent from men and
self reliant.
Felicia Sidloyi said that women in Lamberts Bay experienced the conference as valuable. She
said that they are now having the practice of catching water in tanks to prepare for droughts
as a result of climate change.
Maria Pietersen said: “I have learned that we as women can take our struggles forward if we
stand together and organise ourselves together.” She also said that the session on marketing
was very enlightening.

6. CONCLUSIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The conference was a great success and has the potential to become an important annual
gathering for rural women. It was clear from the commentary of the workshop that the participants
experienced the workshop as valuable and educational. It is recommended that it would be
important for SPP to monitor how women are implementing the newly acquired knowledge and
to assess what challenges they are experiencing.
SPP would like to thank all the participants for their active participation, enthusiasm, valuable
sharing of knowledge and contribution. We also bring tribute to the late Rita Edwards, a comrade
that would have been a speaker at the conference, but fell ill at the time. Hamba Kahle Rita.
A special thanks to Vainola Makan for the compilation and translation of the report and Judy
Kennedy for her creative facilitation role.
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7. APPENDICES
IN THE MEDIA:

IPS ARTICLE: 28 MARCH 2009
RIGHTS-SOUTH AFRICA:
Women Farmworkers Threaten Election Boycott
Davison Makanga
CAPE TOWN, Mar 28 (IPS) - Women from South Africa's three Cape provinces have marched
to parliament in Cape Town to denounce the country's "slow and unbalanced" land redistribution
programme. The protesters said if they are not given greater access to land, they will not vote
in the country's Apr. 22 general elections.
Placard-waving women at the Mar. 26 protest criticised the country’s Minister of Land Affairs,
Lulu Xingwana, for failing them.
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"We want what belongs to us, we are fighting for land for the sake of our children’s future so
no land no vote," said Maria Pietersen from the Northern Cape whose efforts to get land were
frustrated by the local government.
The protest was the culmination of a two-day conference convened by the Surplus People Project
(SPP), an organisation that advocates for agrarian reform in South Africa. Women from the
provinces of Northern, Eastern and Western Cape exchanged personal experiences at the
conference. Issues such as climate change, food prices and the global economic downturn also
dominated the discourse.
According to Herschelle Milford, executive director of SPP, lack of access to land is central to
problems faced by the women that participated in the conference. "Land reform has failed all,
but even more for women. Some women spend a lifetime looking for land, and when they get
it, it's [just] one hectare. So women are saying we are the providers of food, we want to start
this revolution in terms of land reform."
Milford says the government is deviating from the Land Reform Provision of Land and Assistance
Act that stipulates the promotion of economic growth and the empowerment of historically
disadvantaged persons.
Concurring with Milford was Gahsiena van der Schaff, lobbying coordinator of the Aids Legal
Network, an organisation that advocates for the rights of people living with HIV and AIDS. Van
der Schaff said many people have died silently, their condition worsened by lack of shelter and
land to produce food.
"This government is giving an impression that women are not good enough to own land and
even to farm," said van der Schaff.
The impact of inadequate access to land is also felt on commercial farms where gender-based
discrimination is rife. Diana Hlathe, a farm worker in the fruit-growing area of Wellington, Western
Cape told IPS how as a women, she is denied benefits enjoyed by male workers. She says
equal remuneration is still a dream, and calls for government intervention have gone unheeded.
Hlathe, who suffers from arthritis, says her weekly wage of $25 is not enough to cover medical
costs.
"We are working very hard on the farms. The owners are getting richer because of our hard
work but we are getting only survival wages. For instance, I was given R200 ($20) as bonus
for the whole of last year. The government should do something," moaned Hlathe.
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Sikhula Sonke, a farm worker rights organisation has made several submissions to local and
national governments without positive response. Ida Jacobs, organiser of Sikhula Sonke has been
pushing for access to land for farm workers. However, she claims the government has shot down
their efforts.
"Women said they are not going to vote this year because the government does not do anything
for farm workers. If you talk of farm workers, the government turns its back on us," said Jacobs
However the national Department of Land Affairs says it has fulfilled its pledge of allocating land
to women. The department says through its Women in Agriculture and Rural Development (WARD)
programme, it has established structures in all provinces. Although the department could not
provide figures, it maintains most rural women have benefited from the WARD programme.
"We have women who have benefited from the land reform and who are even exporting their
products. So that is evidence that much has been done to make sure that women have advanced
as beneficiaries of the land reform programme," said Eddie Mohoebi, national spokesperson
of the department.
But the association of emerging farmers, the National African Farmers Union (NAFU), says women
who got land during the government’s redistribution exercise are fewer than male beneficiaries.
"We are still compiling figures, but indications are that although women's numbers are increasing,
they still fewer than men. From our records, they are just below 50 percent of our total membership,"
said Motsepe Motlala, president of NAFU.
The Surplus People Project is critical of the commercialisation of land and agriculture in South
Africa. SPP believes the provision of land to small-scale farmers, farm dwellers and workers, is
the best way to bring about the transformation of the agriculture sector away from monopoly
by a rich minority to the benefit of the majority. The organisation is also lobbying for environmentallyfriendly farming techniques.
(END/2009)
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NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS:
Catharina Viviers
Christien Mietling
Sarah de Bruyn
Maria Pietersen
Ragel Waterboer
Lydia Ferus
Maria Petersen
Margie Swarts
Elsie Louw
Katriena Kotze. (Tempest)
Katriena Fortuin
Margaret Steenkamp
Fransiena Ferus
Lolo Nyala
Alicia Ndleleni
Katriena Stuurman
Delina Cloete
Elsabe Meintjies
Devine Witbooi
Salome Horn
Felicia Sidloyi
Mary Anne Zimri
Linda Bantom
Josey Moos
Petronella Williams
Jacqueline Campher
Jannetjie Klaasen
Martha Fransman
Vanessa Muller
Lea Fransman
Johanna Mouton
Diane April
Nicolene Cloete
Carmen de Plesis
Rosina Secondt
Ina Basson
Cynthia Lukas
Ilsa Claasen
Chantell Stewe
Sebastina Cloete
Anna Harmse
Maryna Boyce
Mary-Anne Basson
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Carnarvon
Sutherland
Sutherland
Williston
Williston
Brandvlei
Calvinia
Calvinia
Nieuwoudtville
Melkkraal
Melkkraal
Loeriesfontein
Brandvlei
Elandsbaai
Elandsbaai
Kliprand
Vanrhynsdorp
Vanrhynsdorp
Lutzville
Lamberts Bay
Lamberts Bay
Wupperthal
Wupperthal
Aurora
Clanwilliam
Citrusdal
Porterville
Citrusdal
Citrusdal
Citrusdal
Citrusdal
Clanwilliam
Steinkopf
Port Nolloth
Pella
Pella
Okiep
Soebatsfontein
Nababeep
Cederberg
Kamieskroon
Nababeep
Rooifontein

Eva Pieters
Katriena Smith
Martha Simon
Bridgette Engelbrecht
Susan Huiseman
Sarah Matthews
Elizabeth Johannes
Annie Malambo
Kengzely Tinus
Fiona Kapank
Amanda Swart
Denia Janssen
Mariam Windvogel
Sanna Louw
Serina Williams
Lily Van Rooyen
Magrieta Pietersen
Regina Shiceka
Roseline Presence
Liezl Wales
Anna Nielson
Jesse Laitinen:
Judy Kennedy

Rooifontein
Keimoes
Keimoes
Eendekuil
Van Rhynsdorp
Nelspoort
Calitzdorp
Avontuur
Mosselbay
Haarlem
Barrydale
McGregor
Barrydale
Sikhule Sonke
Sikhule Sonke
Rawsonville
Rawsonville
Gugulethu
Women on Farms
Women on Farms
Volunteer (Sweden)
Finnish Embassy CT
ILRIG

SPP women staff
Herschelle Milford
Tennille Rode
Elvene Oncke
Roegseena Stevens
Virginia Brookes
Sithandiwe Yeni
Edith Newman
Margie Cloete
Rochelle Cloete
Sipho Mthathi
Miriam Mayet
Koni Benson
Michelle Pressend
Marianna Smith
Aletta Venter
Wendy Pekeur

Freelance consultant / TAC
African Centre for Biosafety
ILRIG
Biowatch
Natural Botanicals
Bio Dynamic Assoc of SA
Sikhule Sonke

